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country at the cost of your country's freedom. That pro-
blem does not arise before me as I am clear that India
cannot gain her freedom in this way, and a Japanese
domination of either India or China would be equally
injurious to the other country and to world peace. That
domination must therefore be prevented and I should
like India to play her natural and rightful part in this.

I feel India cannot do so while she is in bondage.
India has been a helpless witness of the withdrawals from
Malaya, Singapore and Burma. We must learn the lesson
from these tragic events and prevent by all means at our
disposal a repetition of what befell these unfortunate coun-
tries. But unless we are free we can do nothing to prevent
it, and the same process might well occur again, crippling
India and China disastrously. I do not want a repetition
of this tragic tale of woe.

Our proffered help has repeatedly been rejected by the
British Government and the recent failure of the Cripps
mission has left a deep wound which is still running. Out
of that anguish has come the cry for immediate withdrawal
of British Power so that India can look after herself and
help China to the best of her ability.

I have told you of my faith in non-violence and my
belief in the effectiveness of this method if the whole nation
could turn to it. That faith in it is as firm as ever. But I rea-
lize that India today as a whole has not that faith and
belief, and the Government in free India would be formed
from the various elements composing the nation.

Today the whole of India is impotent and feels frus-
trated. The Indian army consists largely of people who have
joined up because of economic pressure. They have no feel-
ing of a cause to fight for, and in no sense are they a national
army. Those of us who would fight for a cause, for India
and China, with armed forces or with non-violence, can-
not, under the foreign heel, function as they want to. And yet
our people know for certain that India free can play even
a decisive part not only on her own behalf, but also on
behalf of China and world peace. Many like me feel that it
is not proper or manly to remain in this helpless state and
allow events to overwhelm us   when   a  way  to   effective